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SWARMS

Abstract. This article describes a method for recognizing earthquake swarms in
seismicity and new data on their thermodynamic parameters. Earthquake swarms
of the Northern Tien Shan and adjacent territories, recognized in the seismicity of
this region for 2017-2024, are considered. Numerical values of thermodynamic
parameters in the sou rces of swarms are obtained. This article is devoted to the
first obtained results of calculating the thermodynamic parameters in the sources
of earthquake swarms, which are made using a universal method. It is also shown
that the behavior of thermodynamic parameters over time corresponds to the
calculation model.

Keywords: earthquake swarms, seismicity of the Northern Tien Shan region,
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Introduction. Currently, the Earth’s seismicity is actively increasing
on a global and regional scale. Strong earthquakes occur in seismical-
ly active regions of the Earth, such as Turkey, Syria, Afghanistan, Chi-
na, Taiwan, Japan, Russia, etc. Strong seismic events, for example, in
January 2024y. in China, Aksu province, M = 7.1, numerous aftershocks
had a magnitude of more than 4.0 [1]. Thus, on 03/04/2024 in Almaty
there was a noticeable earthquake with M = 4.7. Along with historical cata-
strophic earthquakes: Vernenskoye, Keminskoye, Chilikskoye and others
[2,3], the forecast and prevention of strong earthquakes is a priority task
of seismology. The swarms of earthquakes recognized in the seismicity
of the Northern Tien Shan region and adjacent territories for 2017-2024
are considered. [1-3, 4-7,10] The need for research is dictated by the cur-
rent stage of seismicity activation in the entire region. Swarms are back-
ground, impulsively arising and also impulsively disappearing shocks, and
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vibrations of the earth’s surface in certain areas of the study region. The
spatio-temporal distribution of earthquake swarms in the region allows us
to identify their concentration and location (Figure 1).
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Figure 1 Spatio-temporal distribution of earthquake swarms recognized in the

seismicity of the Northern Tien Shan and adjacent territories for 2017-2024 (the

size of the radius of the swarms depends on the magnitude, in red is a strong
earthquake on 03.04.2024 with a magnitude of M=7.1) [1]

Method and methodology of calculation. Method The MGKI meth-
od [8,11] was used to recognize swarms in the seismicity of the region.
More details about it can be found in [7, 8,11]. Calculations of thermody-
namic parameters in the foci of weak earthquakes (M>1.6) were carried
out using the computational method from [4,9,10,13-15], which makes it
possible to study in more detail the nature of the occurrence of earthquake
swarms. For this purpose, swarms (with a magnitude greater than 1.6) of
earthquakes were recognized using modern seismic data from the earth-
guake catalog [1] , in particular, an algorithm and method for recogniz-
ing swarms [4,5,7,8,10] were used, and their thermodynamic parameters
were calculated [13,14,15] .

The calculation was carried out using a universal method [2-4,7-14],
which resulted in obtaining numerical values of the thermodynamic pa-
rameters of earthquake swarms for 2017-2024. Note that earthquakes are
sources of information about the physical parameters of the earth’s crust
and its stratification [2-4,5-7,9,13, 14]. The initial data for determining the
thermodynamic parameters of earthquake swarms are the magnitude and
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energy class of the earthquake. Table 1 shows the numerical values of
some thermodynamic parameters of earthquake swarms.

Thermodynamic parameters in earthquake swarms are calculated us-
ing known and original equations from [2-4, 7-10, 13].

The thermodynamic parameters of swarms were considered in the fol-
lowing sequence: seismic wave energy (IgE); temperature of the source
environment (T°C); temperature stresses, deformation of the volume and
shape of the source; density of deformation energy; potential energy of
source deformation; ultimate strength ofthe medium in the destruction vol-
ume; determination of the ratio of the value of potential energy of deforma-
tion; destruction energy, etc. [2,7,13]. The presentation of the thermody-
namic parameters of swarms is of greattheoretical and practical importance
for the quantitative assessment of geodynamic processes in the crust, as
well as for the purposes of detailing seismotectonic zoning and clarifying
the nature ofthe swarm. As shown in Table 1, parameters E and M are the
energy and magnitude of earthquakes, V is the critical value of the source
volume, Uisthe density of potential energy of seismic waves ina unitvolume
(erg/cm3), E kis the specific energy of change in the shape of the source,
G is the bulk modulus of elasticity, K is the energy class, a v- coefficient
of volumetric thermal expansion, Ta- additional stresses released by the
source, ais the normal component of effective stresses, Lg n is the loga-
rithm of the viscosity of rocks in the source of swarms.
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Table 1- Thermodynamic parameters in the foci of earthquake swarms in the Northern Tien Shan region and
adjacent territories for 2017-2024 [1]
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Table 1- Thermodynamic parameters in the foci of earthquake swarms in the Northern Tien Shan
adjacent territories for 2017-2024 [1] (continuation)
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Results. For each magnitude greater than 1.6, the values of the given
thermodynamic parameters were calculated using the corresponding for-
mulas from [2,7,13,14]. In this case: the logarithm of the specific (volume)
energy density of seismic waves (IgU), unlike (IgV), is in a linear de-
pendence on the magnitude. The value of the potential energy of seismic
waves depends on the volume of the source and is practically independ-
ent of the specific energy density U, which follows from the differences in
the changes in V and U for the range of magnitudes (see Table 1). When
considering the relationships between energy and temperature in the
sources of earthquake swarms, in theoretical terms, the probability of a
relationship between the energy and magnitude of an earthquake with the
thermodynamic parameters of the source of the swarms can be assumed
from the very nature of the accumulation of thermoelastic stresses in the
upper shells of the Earth.

Accumulation of stresses, according to the authors [2-4,5,6,7-14,15] is
a consequence of uneven temperature distribution and differences in the
physical properties of the geological environment. An indicator of stress
concentration at depth is their discharge in the form of an earthquake.
Empirical equations of the relationship according to [2,7-13] between the
temperature in the earthquake source at the moment of release of addi-
tional elastic stresses and the energy in the swarm source: T(K)=196.8 K
(lge - IgE ), where 196.8 K is a constant that determines the number of
degrees corresponding to a change in energy (Erg) by one order of mag-
nitude; IgE is the logarithm of the energy of seismic waves. A comparison
of the values of the logarithm of the energy of seismic waves calculated
using the computational method [2,13,14] and the temperatures in the
swarm source calculated using the equations reveals, first of all, an in-
verse relationship between E and T, as well as between the magnitudes
and temperatures. As the temperature in the swarm source increases,
the magnitudes and, accordingly, the energy values of seismic waves de-
crease. A comparison of the calculated values of a vwith the data of its
measurement under atmospheric pressure reveals the same nature of the
increase in the value of a vdepending on the increase in temperature (T),
although with the unambiguity ofthe order of magnitude, some discrepan-
cy is noted in the value of the coefficient itself. The increase in the values
of a vwith increasing temperatures is caused by the fact that the orienta-
tions of maximum thermal expansion and maximum compressibility are
usually close. At the same time, a change in temperature and pressure
in a unit volume leads to a partial mutual destruction of their effect, which
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determines the parameter avas the average value of the thermoelastic
change involume. The change in deformation £ bulk modulus of elasticity
G and normal component of effective stresses atin earthquake swarms are
determined by equations [2,13,14] with substitution of the obtained values
of a vand corresponding temperatures T(K). Comparison of the calculated
data of the sizes £, aand G with temperature reveals that the first two
of them increase with increasing temperatures, and the third one - bulk
modulus of elasticity G - on the contrary, decreases. The relationships be-
tween the values of magnitude, seismic wave energy and shear modulus,
on the one hand, and temperature and effective stresses, on the other, are
in inverse proportions. With increasing temperature and, accordingly, ef-
fective stresses, the values of magnitude, seismic wave energy and shear
modulus decrease. These relationships in the areas of seismically active
orogens create a favorable geodynamic environment for the development
of neotectonic deformations and partial melting of crustal matter. As can
be seen from Figure 1, the contours of earthquake swarms are distributed
unevenly throughout the study region in 2017-2024.

Conclusion. Based on the results of the conducted research on mod-
ern seismic data, numerical values of thermodynamic parameters in some
sources of weak earthquakes (swarms) in the Northern Tien Shan region
and adjacent territories for 2017-2024 were calculated. Thermodynamic
parameters characterize the physical conditions in the sources of weak
earthquakes, which gives a clearer idea of the nature of the occurrence
of swarms.
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NintoBueHko W.H.4, Totukosa B.C.1

HayunoHanbHbIA Hay4YHbIA LEHTP CECMOIOrMYecknx HabnwgeHnin n nccneposa-
HUI MyUHUCTepCcTBa Ype3BblyaiHbiX cuTyaumii Pecny6nukm KasaxcTtaH, r. Anmartsl,
KasaxcTtaH

TEPMOAWHAMWYECKUE NAPAMETPbI POEB 3EM/IETPACEHUN

AHHOTaLMA. B cTaTbe ONUCbIBAETCA METO/ pacno3HaBaHUs Pou 3eMIeTPsSCEHNi
B CEACMUYHOCTM U HOBbIE [aHHble 06 WX TePMOAVHAMMUYECKUX MapaMeTpax.
PaccMoTpeHbl ovarn 3emsneTpsiceHnit CeBepHoro TsHb-LUaHs v npuaerawowmx
TEeppUTOPWii, pacno3HaHHble B 30HE CEeNCMUYHOCTU 3TOro pervoHa 3a 2017-
2024 rr. MonyyeHbl UMCNEHHble 3HAYEHWUs TepMOAMHAMMUYECKMX NapaMeTpoB B
pou 3emneTpsiceHnit. CTaTbsl MOCBSLEHA BNepBble MNOMyYEeHHbLIM pe3ynbTaTam
pacueTa TepMogMHaMUYECcKUX NapamMeTpoB B pOM 3eMIETPACEHUIA, BbINMO/THEHHbLIM
C MCMNO/b30BAHNEM YHMBEpCcanbHOroO MeToga. Takke nokasaHo, 4To noeeaeHue
TEPMOAMHAMMUUYECKUX MNapamMeTpoB BO BpeMeHU COOTBETCTBYET pacueTHOM
mogzenu.

KntoueBble cfioBa: pou 3emneTpsiceHuii, ceiicMmuHocTb CeBepHoro TsaHb- LLaws,
TepMoaMHaMuuecke napameTpsi

NintoBueHko W.H.1 TtoTtukosa B.C.1
IKaszakcTtaH Pecnybnukacbl TeTeHwwe xatgannap MUHUCTPNANHLW, CelicMoNornsanbik
6akbliiaynap XaHe 3epTreynep YATTbIK Tbi/IbiIMU OpTasibIThl, AIMaThbl K., KasakcTaH

XEP CUIKICY TOBbIHbLW, TEPMOAVNHAMWAJIBIK MAPAMETP/IEP1

TYI7Iin,eme. Byn makanapa ceiicMukagatbl Xep CTHObla OwakTapblH TaHy 3glcl
X3He onapAblH TepMoAMHaMWKanblk napameTpnepi Typanbl XaHa ManiMeTTep
cunattanTtaH. 2017-2024 xblngapbl OCbl aiMaKTbiH CEACMUKACbIHAA TaHbINTaH
ContYcTik TeAHb-llaHb X3He oTaH >akblH aymakTapAblH Xep CTKWTepLLy
olwlakTapbl kapacTelpbligbl. Owakrapaarbl TEpMOANHAMUKATIBIK MapaMeTprepaLy
caHblK MaHAepi anbiHabl. Byn makana ambeban 340 T Kon4aHa OTblpbIn XacantaH
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Xep cTiobla olakTapblHAarbl TepMoavHaMukanslk napameTprepai ecenteyaty
anralikbl HITUXENepiHe apHasraH. YakblT 60liblHWa TepmMoAMHaMUKasbIK
napameTp/iep/Ll 3pekeTi ecentey mMogesile caiikec keneTiHi ae kOpceTinreH.
TyrnHAI ce3gep: Xep CTKwWoTepwuw, owaktapbl, ContYcTik TAHb-LlaHbHbLY
celicMuKanbIrbl, TEpMOAMHAMUKA/bIK NapameTpiep.
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